
    

 

 

 

 

   

Media release from Monday, September 16, 2019 

 

 

WTT Young Leader Award 2019 
 

Award-winning Intelligent Consulting Pro-

jects 
 

Artificial intelligence was fervently discussed on Monday evening at the Univer-

sity of Applied Sciences St. Gallen WTT YOUNG LEADER AWARD ceremony. 

Within the categories of Market Research and Management Conception, six intel-

ligent consulting projects by students were celebrated. 

 

During a period of four months and around 800 working hours, 45 student teams 

worked on consulting projects, of which six qualified for this year's WTT YOUNG 

LEADER AWARD, and were honoured in the spotlight of the Tonhalle, St.Gallen, on 

Monday evening in front of 650 illustrious guests. The head of the Knowledge Transfer 

Office of the University of Applied Sciences St.Gallen (FHS), and host of the event, Pro-

fessor Peter Müller, summed up the students' commitment in his usual teasing manner: 

"They brained, shovelled, suffered and delivered!”  

 

For Jakob Stark, President of the Thurgau government, the upbeat atmosphere in the 

Tonhalle had already triggered "Olma-anticipation". In his welcoming address, he noted 

that it was a wise decision to use the opportunities provided by the megatrend of Artifi-

cial Intelligence (AI) within Eastern Switzerland. In his incredibly interesting presenta-

tion, the St. Gallen-based AI expert and series entrepreneur, Andreas Göldi, stated that 

by 2030 every fourth job in Switzerland will be eliminated, or fundamentally changed, by 

automation with artificial intelligence. Of course, Göldi sees the rapid development of ar-

tificial intelligence as an opportunity, and this is how the excellent FHS students will also 

see it. They have proven that their human intelligence, but also their commitment, can 

lead to remarkable results. Sebastian Wörwag, speaking for the last time as FHS rector, 

said that; “Artificial intelligence lacks something in particular: character with rough 

edges. And, with regard to the students’ work, one could add that passion for a project 

is also lacking.” 

 

Triumphant Part-time Students  

In the Market Research Category, the winning team was commissioned by the St.Galler 

Kantonalbank (SGKB) to investigate how the abolition of the rental value taxation would 

affect customer behaviour and the bank's own balance sheet. Jury member Christof Os-

wald, Head of Human Resources at Buhler, was particularly impressed by the fact that 

the view of the customer was central, and of paramount importance, throughout the pro-

ject. Pascal Koller, the student project manager, pointed out that everyone in his team is 

a part-time student and works sixty percent, or more, in addition to their studies.  

 

According to student Yves Grundlehner, one of the findings of a representative cus-

tomer survey was that the abolition of rental value taxation would lead many customers 

to repay their mortgages. At the same time, customers have a great need for advice on 



    

 

 

 

 

   

this complex issue. Manuela Inauen, Head of Credit Products at SGKB, was very satis-

fied with the results in this important area for the bank as: "Every third home in the re-

gion is financed by the SGKB.” 

 

Second place went to the Swiss-American team that developed a market entry strategy 

for a new product in the USA, for Leica Geosystems. Third place went to a consulting 

project commissioned by the St. Gallen Energy Agency, which aims to reduce CO2 

emissions for private homeowners. 

 

"Great plan of action”  

The "Fehr Braunwalder" team won in the Management Concept category. The St.Gallen 

specialist for fastening technology and tools for the timber construction industry wants to 

expand into the German market and received a market entry concept for this step, 

which jury member, Thomas Haring from the management of Leica Geosystems, 

praised as a "great plan of action". The clients had actually only wanted to operate an 

online shop in Germany, but the research revealed that the customers also want a con-

tact person and advice, which, as student Letizia Cicia pointed out, despite the addi-

tional investment in a field sales force it will pay off. 

 

Second place was taken by a team of students from the FHS and Shanghai University, 

who were investigating logistical solutions in the healthcare sector, for Swisslog 

Healthcare, Shanghai. Third place went to the Mediterre International team, which pro-

posed a solution based on blockchain technology for tracing products such as high-

quality fruit juices and olive oils. 

 

((Box)) 

WTT YOUNG LEADER AWARD in Market Research 

 

1st place:  Team St.Galler Kantonalbank  

Consulting Project "Effects on banking in the event of the abolition of rental value taxa-

tion", for the St.Galler Kantonalbank, St.Gallen.  

 

- Pascal Koller, Project Manager, St.Gallen 

- Matthias Bleiker, Balgach 

- Adel Fazlic, Altstätten SG 

- Yves Grundlehner, St.Margrethen SG 

- Benjamin Hasler, Altstätten SG 

 

 

2nd place: Team Leica Geosystems  

Consulting Project "Scanning Opportunities: Constructing a Market Entry Strategy in the 

U.S.", for Leica Geosystem AG, Herrbrugg. 

 

- Thomas Schöb, Project Manager, Uzwil 

- Franziska Fitzi, St.Gallen 

- Vanessa Meyer, Münchwilen TG 

- Austin Hampe, Project Manager, Robert Morris University, USA 

- Julie Powell, Robert Morris University, USA 

- Kaitlyn Shipton, Robert Morris University, USA 

 

3rd place: Team Energy Agency St.Gallen  



    

 

 

 

 

   

Consulting Project "Analysis of a concept for energy measures in the modernisation of 

buildings", for the Energy Agency St.Gallen GmbH, St.Gallen. 

 

- Pllumbardh Kryeziu, Project Manager, Rebstein 

- Ceylan Toptas, Rorschacherberg 

- Avni Sulajmani, Rorschach 

- Amar Redzepi, heathens 

- Hajriz Dilaveri, Zuoz 

- Arian Gagica, Netstal 

 

WTT YOUNG LEADER AWARD in Management Conception 

 

1st place: Team Fehr Braunwalder 

Consulting Project "holbaudirekt.de - Swiss quality for the German timber constructor", 

for Fehr Braunwalder AG, St.Gallen. 

 

- Christoph Wyss, Project Manager, St.Gallen 

- Valentin Paurevic, Trogen 

- Carlo Calzavara, St.Gallen 

- Saskia Bhend, Thundorf 

- Dennis Huber, Engelburg 

- Letizia Cicia, Goldach 

 

2nd place: Team Swisslog Healthcare Shanghai 

Consulting Project “Business opportunities for pharmaceutical logistics in Chinese hos-

pitals", for Swisslog (Shanghai) Co., Ltd., Shanghai. 

 

- Marco Casagrande, Project Manager, Goldach 

- Bettina Baur, St.Gallen 

- Philipp Sturzenegger, Altstätten SG 

- Bingqing Luo (Stella), Project Manager, Shanghai University, China 

- Yaqun Liu (Deborah), Shanghai University, China 

- Chuanzhi Hu (Leo), Shanghai University, China 

 

3rd place: Team Mediterre International 

Consulting Project "From Production to Sales - Optimization of the Value Chain", for 

Mediterre International SA, Zug. 

 

- Manuella Zweifel Moro Lopes, Project Manager, Waldkirch 

- Ana Lucic, Rapperswil SG 

- Joel Müntener, Wittenbach 

- Andrea Barboza Vargas, LEAD University, Costa Rica 

- Marta Conçalves de Oliveira, Nova School of Business & Economics, Portugal 

- Rawisara Udomsri, Mae Fah Luang University, Thailand 

 

 

((Captions)) 

- Media image 1: Adel Fazlic, Pascal Koller, Yves Grundlehner, Matthias Bleiker and 

Benjamin Hasler (from left to right) win the WTT YOUNG LEADER AWARD in Market 

Research. 



    

 

 

 

 

   

- Media image 2: Valentin Paurevic, Dennis Huber, Christoph Wyss, Carlo Calzavara, 

Letizia Cicia and Saskia Bhend (from left to right) win the WTT YOUNG LEADER 

AWARD in Management Conception. 

- Media image 3: Prof. Peter Müller, Head of Knowledge Transfer Office WTT-FHS, led 

the Award Ceremony. 

- Media image 4: Serial entrepreneur and start-up investor, Andreas Göldi, lectured on 

this year's theme: Artificial Intelligence. 

- Media image 5: FHS Rector, Sebastian Wörwag, praised the students for being 

rough-edged characters. 

- Media image 6: The WTT YOUNG LEADER AWARD took place in front of 650 guests 

at the Tonhalle, St.Gallen.  
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Contact us 

Pascal Tschamper 

Communication WTT YOUNG LEADER AWARD 

pascal.tschamper@fhsg.ch 

071 220 96 26 / 079 238 37 49 

 

 

 

 

 

 


