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Annual International Research
Conference
The Institute of Business Management IFU-FHS conducts applied research

and consulting projects in the fields of strategy, marketing and finance.

The purpose of this project is to develop a concept for an annual interna-

tional research conference which aims to strengthen the position and

increase the visibility of the IFU-FHS in applied research.

Institute of Business Manage-
ment IFU-FHS
The IFU-FHS is part of FHS St.Gallen, University
of Applied Sciences, and operates in the sector
of Business Administration. The institute’s ob-
jectives are running modules in the bachelor
and master programs, conducting consulting
projects and undertaking applied research in
the four competence centres of Strategy and
Management, Marketing Management, Finan-
cial Management and Controlling as well as
Banking and Finance.

Proceeding
To compile valuable information on the topic
of conferences, the process of data gathering
was divided into two steps. During online desk
research, a list of 54 conferences was develo-
ped. This stated various criteria and the cha-
racteristics of the international forums and
enabled their comparison. The second part
consisted of exploratory field research by con-
ducting interviews with seven researchers and

two practitioners. These complemented the se-
condary data with individual opinions and pro-
vided the foundation for the recommendati-
ons.

Results
After the desk and field research, all findings
were compared to identify similarities and dif-
ferences between the data on existing confe-
rences and the wishes of the target groups.
Based on the findings and conclusions, three
scenarios were presented, differing slightly in
crucial criteria. After the detailed description
of each scenario, the potential conferences
were compared by their effort, challenges, re-
putation and impact to facilitate IFU’s deci-
sion. The recommendations were finally com-
pleted by a roadmap with milestones for plan-
ning the conference as well as by follow-up
suggestions for future conferences.

www.fhsg.ch/praxisprojekte
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The team provided a very
good overview over existing
international research confe-
rences, their characteristics
and the needs of the target
audience. On that basis, the

students suggested flexible conference mo-
dels, which can be combined with further
ideas. The outcomes of the project are an
important part of our decision making.

Coach
FHS St.Gallen
Prof. Dr. Rigo Tietz

The analysis of more than 50
international conferences
provides a valuable over-
view of the field and outlines
various formats and charac-
ter i s t i cs of estab l i shed

events. Furthermore, the field research yields
very helpful insights about interests and ex-
pectations of different target groups such as
academics and practitioners.

Proceeding.

Source: own illustration.


