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In addition to semesters and practical trainings abroad, options for short-term mobility are becoming more and 
more significant in the Departments of Social Work and Health at the FHS St.Gallen. As stated by Laura E. 
Rumbly, EAIE Publications Committee Chair, we need to "guide others to engage, in countless different ways, 
with the world beyond our borders". In consideration of the multitude of life situations and conditions our students 
and staff members are facing, it is of importance to offer miscellaneous options for international exchange and 
education.  

This semester, six of our students are spending a semester abroad. There is strong interest in exchange se-
mesters amongst our new students, noticeable through the large demand in consultations with the International 
Office.  

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Study trip to Vienna │Department of Health 
Claudia Baldegger, lecturer Department of Health 

 
15 students from the Faculty of Health were able to visit three institutions in the healthcare sector during their 
study trip to Vienna in July 2018. The students gained insight into the working practices of the different institu-
tions as well as the Austrian health care system. The 'Vienna General Hospital' was the first stop on the agenda. 
The group of students received the opportunity to visit the new and modern children's clinic, which is solely 
equipped with single and double rooms. This offers an ideal environment for family-oriented nursing.  

The practical implementation of evidence-based nursing was a major topic during the students' visit in the re-
nowned private clinic "Rudolfinerhaus". The nursing service portrayed how evidence-based nursing is imple-
mented in their daily routines and how it lead to a nursing-directed patient information centre, which is also open 
for public.  

The last institution that the FHS students visited was the new public mental hospital (Rudolfstiftung), situated in 
the heart of Vienna. The Director of Nursing introduced their care concept, which is based on respect and ap-
preciation for the personality of every single person. There are no 'closed' departments in the hospital and per-
sonal responsibility is highly encouraged. 

The hospitality and the open discussions with the nursing service departments truly impressed the students 
during their study trip to Vienna. 

https://www.eaie.org/


 
Study trip to the Ukraine and follow-up project │Department of Social Work 
Prof. Ruedi von Fischer, lecturer Department of Social Work 

Early in 2018, Movetia (Swiss National Agency for Exchange and Mobility) introduced a new programme called 
"International intensive programmes for higher education". The worldwide intensive programmes are short 
courses, which must be organised jointly by at least two higher education institutions. Students and professors 
from higher education institutions try out innovative multidisciplinary learning opportunities in a short exchange 
outside the ERASMUS-area. Via intensive programmes (IP), Swiss universities can network internationally, try 
out initial partnerships with new partners and strengthen and further develop existing partnerships. Long-term 
partnerships between institutions and a framework for longer-term study mobility should develop from successful 
short courses. 

We used this opportunity to apply for an IP with a partner university in the Ukraine, which was approved in 
August 2018. Under the title "Social Work as a 'seismograph' for societal change", the project provides the 
chance to compare the developments of two European societies, which are very diverse on several grounds. A 
conference in July 2019 at the FHS St.Gallen, with participants from Switzerland, the Ukraine and possibly 
Belarus, will complete the project. In advance, students, practitioners as well as lecturers and researchers will 
work intensively on questions about 'social change' and a professional handling within this field. A first expert 
meeting will take place in the Ukraine this month.   

New partner in international e-learning project │Department of Social Work 
Prof. Ruedi von Fischer, lecturer Department of Social Work 

In our compulsory elective module V3c, which deals with professional challenges in connection with global, local 
and social transformations (global inequalities and development cooperation), we are once more able to offer 
an alternative to the initial framework of the module. The students are engaged in an international project with 
students from the Netherlands, Ireland and Albania (new partnership). The students are comparing socio-politi-
cal and social work approaches in the participating countries. They are asked to choose a social problem or a 
problematic life circumstance and elaborate the specific challenges that people affected by those circumstances 
face in each country.  

Internationalisation@home – the exchange, inputs and short lectures necessary for this course take place via 
modern communication media (e.g. Skype, video conferences, WhatsApp).  

International University Week in Jena: "Diversity, Innovation and Standards in Euro-
pean Social Work"│Department of Social Work 
Tobias Kindler, research associate / Matthias Weber, lecturer Department of Social Work 

The 20th International University Week took place in Jena, Germany, between 16 and 20 April 2018. More than 
150 students, teaching staff and specialists from the world of practice held discussions over five days in various 
workshops on diversity, innovation and standards in the area of European Social Work. The participants travelled 
from nine different countries and reported on their respective country-specific accomplishments and challenges 
they are facing with respect to the discussed issues. 

As part of the opening event, Andreas Amend provided a report on his work as head of the Integration Office in 
Jena, where he is responsible for the housing, support and inclusion of people with experience of displacement. 
On Tuesday and Thursday, the participants worked in 28 different workshops (the topics included intercultural 
sensitivity, promoting youth participation and social work with refugees in Jena), and on Wednesday an organ-
ised tour of the Buchenwald concentration camp as well as visits to practical organisations were held. On Friday, 
as is so often the case in the field of social work, time was taken to reflect on and evaluate the event before the 
participants started their return journeys. 

Tobias Kindler and Matthias Weber headed up a workshop on Tuesday that addressed the relationship between 
social work and politics: Do all specialists in the area of Social Work need to become politically involved? What 
channels exist to exert influence, and how can social work make its voice heard in political matters? 



 
World Social Work Day 2018│Department of Social Work 
Heidi Furrer, research associate Department of Social Work 

On 20 and 21 March 2018, the World Social Work Day 
took place at the United Nations Office at Geneva. The 
event was organised by the International Federation 
of Social Workers (IFSW), the International Associa-
tion of Schools of Social Work (IASSW), the Haute 
école de travail social Genève and the Haute école de 
travail social Fribourg (HETS Genève and HETS Fri-
bourg) as well as the United Nations Research Insti-
tute for Social Development (UNRISD).  

The event was held under the title “Social work and youth: towards inclusive sustainable development” and 
looked at the question of how social work can enable young people to make a contribution to sustainable, social 
development at a local and global level. The topic was selected with a view to the UN sustainable development 
goals outlined in the Agenda 2030. On the first day, the visitors devoted their attention to the question of how 
young adolescents and young adults experience social participation, and how they can contribute to promoting 
a resilient and sustainable society. At the end of the two-day event, several speakers gave a brief statement on 
providing opportunities to participate for young people: How can young people participate? What conditions 
need to be created to this end? What role can social work play here?  

The closing statement by Rio Hada from the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
ended with the following words: “[The youth seem] not old enough to drive, not old enough to vote, not old 
enough to participate, but they seem old enough to be married, to get pregnant or to join the military.” It thus 
indirectly reminded those in attendance that social work is more than just about assuming the role of a mediating 
authority in the event of conflicts of interest between different players, and that it rather also serves to act as a 
lawyer for children and young people and assumes responsibility for them. 

CIF Exchange Group at the FHS│Department of Social Work 
Vanessa Gächter, research associate / Johanna Brandstetter, lecturer Department of Social Work 

In May, a group of social workers from different countries visited the FHS St.Gallen. The participants came from 
Finland, Romania, Estonia and Turkey. Their stop-over was part of the PEP international exchange programme, 
annually organized by the CIF Switzerland. The programme allows a valuable professional and personal ex-
change between the attendants as well as with the hosting professionals. 

Johanna Brandstetter, IFSA-FHS, launched into the day with an input on the family service system in Switzer-
land. Participants from Turkey and Estonia gave an insight into their fields of work and the aims and challenges 
of social work in their contexts. Several students and staff from the FHS St.Gallen joined the group for these 
presentations and the following discussion on Social Work abroad, in Switzerland and the education systems. 

16. TISSA Plenum Conference:  Social Work and Solidarity: In Search of New Para-
digms│Department of Social Work 
Dr. Nadia Baghdadi, Head International Office Department of Social Work 

The Department of Social Work is actively involved in the TiSSA (The international Social Work & Society Acad-
emy) network as a member. The annual conference, which this year focused on the topic of solidarity, took place 
at the University of Ljubljana in Slovenia. Worthy of note with respect to the network is the equal participation of 
Western and Eastern European universities and participants. People from countries further afield are also oc-
casionally to be found at the conference. With the pre-conference, PhD students have a platform for discussing 
their work with an international audience. The conference is of a manageable size, meaning that participants 
can easily come into contact and share ideas and experiences with one another during the breaks and at meal 
times.  

http://www.cif-switzerland.ch/home.html


 
In terms of topics, the conference focuses on social issues against the backdrop of the transformation of social 
matters in a global context. This critical discourse was also reflected this year in various contributions that em-
phasised the political mandate of social work. 

Partner Universities visit the FHS St.Gallen 
Vanessa Gächter, research associate Department of Social Work  

 
In the context of this year's annual EAIE Conference (European Association for International Education) in Ge-
neva, the Departments of Business Administration and Social Work invited their partner universities on a campus 
tour of the FHS in St.Gallen. Partner universities from Chile, Hradec Králové (CZE), Zaragoza (ESP), Ostrava 
(CZE) und Leeuwarden (NL) participated in the event. Lecturers from Tirana (ALB), which are newly involved in 
an e-learning project at the FHS, also joined the campus tour.  

After a dinner on September 9, 2018, the campus tour on September 10 started with an official greeting from 
the FHS rector, Prof. Dr. Sebastian Wörwag and a short introduction to the FHS St.Gallen by Dr. Nadia Baghdadi 
and Karin Pfister. After a tour of the campus, the departments separately introduced their study programmes to 
their partners and discussed/further developed their cooperation. A trip to the "Alpstein" (a subgroup of the 
Appenzell Alps) provided a beautiful ending to the event.  

EAIE Conference in Geneva 
Vanessa Gächter, research associate Department of Social Work 

From September 11-14, 5'700 participants from 95 countries visited this year's 30th EAIE Conference in Geneva. 
The city of Geneva, renowned for its role in international politics and diplomacy, provided miscellaneous oppor-
tunities to consider how our work in international education connects with other important global trends. Various 
workshops, inputs and discussions highlighted this year's topic 'facing outward'. "The message of 'facing out-
ward' should not be understood as a one-way, one-dimensional dynamic. (…) facing outward yields its best re-
sults when we are equally prepared to look critically inward; when we honestly consider the full complexity of the 

situations around us" (Laura E. Rumbley, EAIE Publica-
tion Committee Chair). Keeping the world around us in fo-
cus is of great importance.  

The FHS St.Gallen was represented by the "swissuniver-
sities" stand. Four associates from the International Office 
at the FHS St.Gallen participated in the EAIE conference 
in Geneva. They met with a multitude of partners to dis-
cuss the current cooperation and benefitted from the op-
portunity to address cooperation possibilities with poten-
tially new partners.  

 

 
 

https://www.swissuniversities.ch/
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/


 
TESTIMONIALS FROM INCOMING STUDENTS 
 

 
 
"Incoming students are offered a wide range of module choices from differ-
ent semesters. Accompanied self-study sessions in every module provide an 
ideal framework to deepen and broaden knowledge in certain subject ar-
eas."  Ira Bösch, FH Vorarlberg 

 

 

 

 

"I valued and appreciated that students at the FHS St.Gallen can define indi-
vidual interest areas. Students are highly encouraged to participate in dis-
cussions." Jan Fuchshuber, FH Vorarlberg 

 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

14.11.2018 | Dementia Congress in St.Gallen 
For more information, please visit the following website. 
 

15.-17.11.2018 | Migration Course 
Migration and Social Work – approaches and actions 

In most fields of action, social work is confronted with questions of migration relating to clients, communi-
ties, professionals and organisations. Social work is also challenged by discourses, ideas of normality and 
norms and changing border regimes. Different approaches and attitudes have been developed over time to 
meet the challenges associated with migration. Resources fields as well as the professional understanding 
of social work are highly influenced by political and legal frameworks. Social workers are also engaged in 
lobbying, political activism and social movements against exclusion, disadvantages, discrimination and rac-
ism to promote social change and social justice. 

The course "Migration and social work" aims to: 

 give students an overview of different approaches, possibilities of action and professional under-
standings of migration within social work  

 encourage debates about the different assumptions and norms that govern our discourse of migra-
tion  

 strengthen the development of a professional position in this field and to enhance their scope of 
action.  

The course is organized by the FHS St.Gallen an six other universities of applied sciences in Switzerland. 
Students from six other universities in Germany, Belgium, the United Kingdom and Italy will participate in 
the course held in Fribourg. 

https://www.demenzkongress.ch/


 
16.11.2018 | Specialist symposium Social Issue 
The term “social issue” has been appearing more and more in connection with social developments in the context 
of social justice issues, social security or with respect to radical demographic and migration-related changes. This 
is surprising, since the concept of social issue actually refers to social upheavals in the age of industrialisation. 

When we look more closely at current debates, however, it becomes clear that societal changes challenge peo-
ple’s certainties which usually form what is subjectively considered normal (such as full-time employment, living 
space safety, wealth or consumption). Concepts such as the fourth industrial revolution or digital revolution also 
appear within the context of societal changes. By way of example, reference should be made here to structural 
unemployment, an increasing prosperity gap or transnational migration movements. On an individual level, these 
developments jeopardise favoured orientations, threaten modes of existence and can lead to vague feelings of 
powerlessness and deep insecurity. The rediscovery of the social issue in political and media discourses can, 
among other things, be seen in this context as a response to widespread emotions and subjective concerns to 
make the world easier to explain again. 

These historic and current references to the social issue form, in various respects, the starting points for the two-
day specialist symposium Social Issue. On the one hand, this is intended – in the sense of an object definition – 
to address phenomena and manifestations that appear relevant to social work from a societal and professional-
theoretical perspective. On the other hand, the relationship between the social issue, social work and social de-
velopments will be re-explored. 
 
28.11.2018 | "Bodenseetagung 2018 – Soziale Arbeit 4.0" - Lake of Constance 
Conference – Social Work 4.0 
Social Work 4.0? In the field of Social Work it is still widely unclear what digital transformation and digital 
culture really means. This opens room for fantasies and fear, especially for people in support contexts. Fact 
is: digital transformation is taking place and the principles and dynamics of the digital world also apply to 
and in social work organisations.  

For more information, please visit our website.  

 

EXCHANGE AT THE FHS ST.GALLEN 
 
The FHS St.Gallen is looking forward to welcoming students from your University! We are accepting regis-
trations for our spring semester 2019 for both the Master’s Programme in Social Work as well as for our 
Bachelor’s Programme in Social Work from now until mid-November. 

For further information, please visit our website. For direct enquiries, please contact our International Office 
Team.  
 
 

With best wishes for a successful semester, 
Nadia Baghdadi, Ruedi von Fischer, Monika Meier, Catrina Maag-Capraro & Vanessa Gächter 

 

https://www.fhsg.ch/de/fachhochschule/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/veranstaltungen/bodenseetagung-2018-soziale-arbeit-40/
https://www.fhsg.ch/en/degree-programmes/social-work/masters-degree-in-social-work/
https://www.fhsg.ch/en/degree-programmes/social-work/bachelors-degree-in-social-work/
https://www.fhsg.ch/en/degree-programmes/all-about-studying/international-exchange/international-office-social-work/
https://www.fhsg.ch/en/degree-programmes/all-about-studying/international-exchange/international-office-social-work/team-and-contact/#c27143
https://www.fhsg.ch/en/degree-programmes/all-about-studying/international-exchange/international-office-social-work/team-and-contact/#c27143
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